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TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : MONDAY, 6 JULY 2015 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MELMOTH COMES TO A STANDTSTILL AS COMMUNITY PICKETS AGAINST BAIL 

OF MURDER SUSPECTS 

The small town of Melmoth, north of KwaZulu-Natal, came to a standstill this morning 

when hundreds of community members picketed peacefully across the streets, 

opposing bail for three murder suspects.  

 

Armed with placards, the community, supported by the Department of Community 

Safety and Liaison (DSCL), marched across the streets and outside the Melmoth 

Magistrate’s Court, opposing bail for three suspects charged with murder, assault GBH 

and theft.  

 

The protest march also sought to highlight the general issues of crime in Greater 

Melmoth and the alleged slow response by the local police. 

 

This comes after the suspects: Mzameleni Ngema, Nkululeko Nxumalo, and Philani 

Ngema, were recently arrested for the murder and robbery of Nkazimulo Ngcobo, a 

learner from iSitheku High School, Bhonkolo area, eNdundulu, Melmoth.  

 

During the court proceedings today, the three appeared in court and the case was 

adjourned to 14 July 2015 while police investigators are still verifying some facts around 

the addresses of the accused. 

 



Ngcobo was killed and had his throat cut while he was trying to protect a local who was 

allegedly being assaulted by the suspects. Last year, a pensioner was also killed in 

eNdundulu, triggering angry reactions from the locals who wanted the police to act 

against crime.  

 

Today’s picket is a response to KwaZulu-Natal MEC for Transport, Community Safety 

and Liaison, Willies Mchunu’s call for communities to organise themselves and oppose 

bail for rape and murder suspects. 

  

At the weekend, the DCSL held a Communities-in-Dialogue programme with the 

community members where it was announced that 16 cases that the community had 

raised concerns about, would now be investigated at provincial level.  

It was also revealed that an evaluation into Melmoth Police Station would be conducted, 

led by the head of DCSL, Themba Mavundla and Provincial Secretary for Police, 

Mvuyiseni Mnaqyi.  Local taverns would also be scrutinized. 

 

Addressing the communities-in-dialogue, Mavundla said crime was the collective 

responsibility of everyone. He told the community that the DCSL has started a 

programme to study a number of dockets because of the concerns that most cases are 

thrown out in court. 

 

 

Enquires:  Sipho Khumalo: 082 682 6437 

Sipho.Khumalo@comsafety.gov.za 

OR  

Kwanele Ncalane: 072 803 1462/079 699 5755 

   Kwanele.Ncalane@kzntransport.gov.za 

 


